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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The status of the claims is as follows. This listing of claims replaces all prior 
versions and listings of claims in the application. 

1-11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) An improved stent comprising at least one limb having a 
cross sectional profile in which at least one segment is flat and straight, wherein 
each limb is comprised of two curved portions having opposite directions of 
curvature, an intermediate straight, flat mid-portion connecting the two curved 
portions and a short, straight segment at each end, 

wherein the intermediate straight, flat mid-portion is angled with respect to 
the short, straight segments at each end in an expanded state, 

wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
substantially identical to one another, 

and wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
joined to a short, straight segment of an adjacent limb to form a point of 
attachment, wherein the short, straight segments of adjacent limbs meeting at 
the point of attachment are substantially parallel to one another in the expanded 
state. 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Previously Presented) The improved stent according to Claim 12 wherein the 
stent has been provided with at least one strut in order to augment expansion 
wherein the strut has been effectively attached at the point of attachment 
between the adjacent limbs. 

15. (Previously Presented) The improved stent according to Claim 12 wherein the 
stent has been provided with a multiplicity of struts to supplement each of the 
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limbs which have been effectively attached at both ends to the points of 
attachment between adjacent limbs. 

16. (Previously Presented) The improved stent according to Claim 12 comprising a 
multiplicity of identical limbs which have been joined at each of the short, straight 
segments to the short segments of the adjacent limbs in order to form a 
cylindrical structure. 

17. (Previously Presented) The improved stent according to Claim 12 wherein the 
stent is comprised of a multiplicity of wires which have been bent back and forth 
in a sinusoid wave pattern to form a series of limb elements down the length of 
the stent, each of which limb elements has been joined at the point of the short, 
straight segments to the short, straight segments of adjacent limb elements in 
order to form a cylindrical structure. 

18. (Previously Presented) The improved stent according to Claim 17 wherein the 
overall length of the stent is a multiple of the overall diameter of the cylindrical 
structure formed by joining the individual elements. 

19. (Cancelled). 

20. (Cancelled). 

21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Currently Amended) An improved stent comprising at least one limb having a 
cross sectional profile in which at least one segment is flat and straight, wherein 
each limb is comprised of two curved portions having opposite directions of 
curvature, an intermediate straight, flat mid-portion connecting the two curved 
portions and a short, straight segment at each end, 



3 



Application Serial No. 10/816,780 
Client/Matter No. 12730/253 



wherein the end of each limb has been provided with a barb in order to 
provide a means of attachment of the stent to the inside of the corporeal lumen, 

wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
substantially identical to one another, 

and wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
joined to a short, straight segment of an adjacent limb to form a point of 
attachment, wherein the short, straight segments of adjacent limbs meeting at 
the point of attachment are substantially parallel to one another in an expanded 
state. 

23. (Currently Amended) An improved stent comprising at least one limb having a 
cross sectional profile in which at least one segment is flat and straight, wherein 
each limb is comprised of two curved portions having opposite directions of 
curvature, an intermediate straight, flat mid-portion connecting the two curved 
portions and a short, straight segment at each end, 

wherein the end of each limb has been provided with a series of serrations 
in order to provide a means of attachment of the stent to the inside of the 
corporeal lumen, 

wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
substantially identical to one another, 

and wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
joined to a short, straight segment of an adjacent limb to form a point of 
attachment, wherein the short, straight segments of adjacent limbs meeting at 
the point of attachment are substantially parallel to one another in an expanded 
state. 

24. (Currently Amended) An improved stent comprising at least one limb having a 
cross sectional profile in which at least one segment is flat and straight, wherein 
each limb is comprised of two curved portions having opposite directions of 
curvature, an intermediate straight, flat mid-portion connecting the two curved 
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portions and a short, straight segment at each end, 

wherein the end of at least one limb comprising the stent has been 
provided with a hole as an anchor point for the attachment of a delivery system 
release mechanism, 

wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
substantially identical to one another, 

and wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
joined to a short, straight segment of an adjacent limb to form a point of 
attachment, wherein the short, straight segments of adjacent limbs meeting at 
the point of attachment are substantially parallel to one another in an expanded 
state. 

25. (Currently Amended) A limb forming a portion of a stent, the limb having a cross 
sectional profile in which at least one segment is flat and straight, wherein each 
limb is comprised of two curved portions having opposite directions of curvature, 
an intermediate straight, flat mid-portion connecting the two curved portions and 
a short, straight segment at each end, 

wherein the intermediate straight, flat mid-portion is angled with respect to 
the short, straight segments at each end in an expanded state, 

wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
substantially identical to one another, 

and wherein the short, straight segments at each end of the limb are 
joined to a short, straight segment of an adjacent limb to form a point of 
attachment, 

wherein the short, straight segments of adjacent limbs meeting at the point 
of attachment are substantially parallel to one another in an expanded state. 
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